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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

Secretary  Brannan  Takes  Office 


RADIO  SERVICE 


June  4,  1948 


Our  new  Secretary,  Charles  F.  Brannan,  took  oath  of  office  Wednesday  morning, 

The  Secretary  said,  "Our  conservation,  price  support,  and  credit  measures,- 
together  with  research  and  statistical  services,  add  up  to  the  best  farm  program 
any  nation  has  yet  developed.     These  measures  can  now  serve  as  foundation  stones 
for  the  development  and  effectuation  of  a  long-range'  policy  of  'organized,  sus- 
tained,  and  realistic  abundance'.... 

See  enclosure  for  Secretary  Brannan' s'  full  statement  on  his  policies  on  con- 
servation, marketing,  farmer-committees,  and  other  matters. 

I  might  add  that  as  we've  worked  with  the  new  Secretary  on  radio  in  the  few 
days  since  his  confirmation,  he  hos  reaffirmed  his  views  on  the  importance  of  radio, 
and  his  desire  to  continue  to  work  with  RFD's  and  others. 


Dodd's  Farewell        and  Greetings 

As  Under  Secretary  Dodd  sorted  out  his  books  'and  papers  this  morning..,,, 
preparatory  to  moving  to  1201  Connecticut  Avenue,  Monday  morning,  as  Dirc?cvor- 
General  of  the  International  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization. .. .he  talked  about 
RFD's  and  radio. 

"Ed"  recalled  this  and  that  RFD  with  whom  he  had  broadcast,  or  for.  whom  he 
had  recorded,  on  topics  close  to  his  heart:     the  farm  program,  the  wheat  agreement, 
foot-and-mouth,  FAO.     And  he  said,   "I  appreciate  to  no  end  this  fine  cooperation. 
And  I  want  to  continue  to  work  with  them  as  closely  as  they'll  let  me. 

"The  world  situation  is  such  that  our  people  all  need  to  be  kept  infermed  of 
progress  in  interneti onal  programs.  The  best  way  to  do  that  is  through  radio  and 
the  newspapers." 

And  as  he  carried  a  pile  of  Yearbooks "from  bookcase  to  desk,  he  said,  to  tell 
you  that  any  time  you  care  to  drop  by  1201  Connecticut  Avenue,  "I  can  always  take 
time  to  see  those  fellows." 


ERP  Export  Prospects 

Under  Secretary  Dodd  told  the  Senate  Appropriations  Committee  that  we  plan  to 
export  479  million  bu.  of  grain  (of  all  types)  compared  with  581  million  this  year, 
We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  his  statement  on  ERP  implications  for  major 
farm  products. 


Inter -American  Conservation  Meet 


An  Inter-American  conference  on  conservation  of  soil,  f orests,  w ,?ter ,  and 
grasslands  is  scheduled  for  Denver,   Sept.  7-20. 

This  conference  is  going  into  the  whole  question  of  mounting  populations,..,, 
exerting  pressure  on  diminishing  resources, ... .as  resulting  in  lower  living  stand- 
ards, and  international  frictions,     And  it  will  deal  with  measures  to  conserve 
resources,  with  strong  emphasis  on  the  educational  job. 

The  conference  is  sponsored  by  the  U.S.  Government,  at  the  request  of  the 
Pan  American  Union, 


Foreign  Visitors.. 

M,  Odelien,  professor  of  agronomy,  Univ.  of  Agriculture,  Oslo,  Norway  —  June  10-12, 
City  Sewage  Utilization  System,  Milwaukee,     At  Agrl,  Expt,  Stations  at  Madison, 
June  14-16;  St .   Paul ,  21-23;  Ames,   July  6-8;-  Ithaca,   July  12-14;  State  College  , 
Pa.,  July "16-720;  Storrs,   July  22-23,     Good  command  English.' 


Dr.  F.  W,  Quass,  South  African  Scientific  Liaison  Office  --  Expt,  Stations  at 

Stillwater ,   July  15-16;  Lexington,   July  21-22,     Excellent  command  English. 


NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TILE  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT) 

Saturday,   June  12'  ... 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  news  --  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  news  —  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  'Country  Journal,   (1)  Panel  of  American  Dairy  Science  Association  on  future 

"dairy  cow  prospects,  and   (2)  Virginia  Tatum  on  4-H  members  going  to  Europe  — 
2  -.30  p.m. 

Saturday,   June  19 

ABC  American  Farmer,'-  (1)  USDA  news,   (2)  pick-up  from  National  4-H  Club  Camp, 
Washington  —  possibly  from  Capitol  Rotunda  —  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  news,   (2)  pick-up  from  National  4-H  Club 
Camp,.,  '/.'ashington  --  1:00  p.m.- 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)   Plans  to  control  Japanese  beetle,  with  B.  A.  Porter,  USDA 
.entomologist,  and  County  Agent  Wf-  0  Anderson  of  Montgomery  county,  Md.,  (2) 
coverage  of  4-H  club  camp,  . 

Tuesday,   June  22 

ABC  Youth  Asks  the  Government,  with  4-H  club  delegates  to  National  Camp.--  8:00- pm. 
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Parity  Index  Rises 

Parity  prices  in  mid-May  rose  nearly  to  the  record  high  of  Jan.  15.  The 
parity  index  reached  250..,. or  2§  times  the  1910-14  average,  but' only  10$  above  a 
year  ago. 

In  BAE's  "Agricultural  Prices"  (May  28),  the  economists  report  a  1  point  ri s 
in  the  index  of  prices  farmers  pay,  including  interest  and  taxes.     And  in  the 
month  ended  May  15,  prices  farsiers  receive  dropped  2  points,  or  less  than  1%. 

Following  are  highlights  on  prices  from  the  price  report: 


:  Av.  Prices  Farmers  Rec'd.    :Parity  Price  or   :Av.Price  as  Per- 
Commodity  and  Unit       :May  15      Apr,   15      May  15     rComparable  Price : centage  of  Parity 

.     1947        1948  1948  5/15/48         :or  Comparable  Frice 


Wheat,  per  bu.  :$2.39 

Corn,  per  bu..,-  .:  1.59 

Oats,  per  bu  :  0.  888 

Hay,  per  ton..  ,.:16.80 

Cotton,  per  lb,......:  0.335 


Soybeans,  per  bu..... 

Peanuts,  per  lb  

Potatoes,  per  bu,,... 
Sweet potatoe s , per  buB 


Beans,   dry  edible, 
pe r  cwt, .......... 

Apple  s ,  per  bu  , 

Grapefruit,  per  box.. 
Oranges,  per  box..,.. 


Milk,  wholesale, 


Chickens ,  live, 


$>  2 .  2  9 
2.19 
1.19 

19.40 
0.341 


#2,22 
2.36 
1.12 

18.30 
0.3527 


$2,21 
1.60 
0.998 

29.70 
0.31 


100$ 
135 
112 
62 
114 


:  3.01 

3.64 

3.74 

2. -40 

156 

:  0.10 

0,102 

0.104  ■ 

0.12 

87 

•  1.52 

2.09 

1.96 

1.86 

105 

:  2.33 

2.40 

2,44 

2.20 

111 

•12.40 

11.10 

11.10 

8.42 

:  3.20 

1.83 

1.91 

2.40 

:  0.41 

0.15 

0.17 

2.08 

8 
27 

•  1.57 

0.90 

1.03 

3.  80 

•22,20 

20.60 

19.60 

18.20 

108 

:18.80 

21.90 

23.70 

■  13.60 

174 

:20.20 

24.10 

25.30 

16.90 

150 

: 19.90 

21.10 

■  23.40 

14.70 

159 

•  0.631 

0.846 

0.836 

0.623 

134 

•  3.71 

4.69 

4.59 

I  3.60 

128 

■ 

:  0,279 

0.28 

0.285 

0.285 

100 

•  0.407 

0.426 

0.415 

0.463 

90 

•  0.417 

0.418 

0,456 

0.458 

100 

USDA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 

Chicago,  111.  --  June  17  —  E.  A.  Meyer, 
National  Livestock  &  Meat  Board  Meeting. 
National  Applie  Institute  Meeting, 


Admin.  Res.  &  Mktg.  Act,  to  speak  at 
Harrisburg,  Pa.  --  June  18  —  speak  at 


Outlook  Good  for  Hog  Increase 


BAE's  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation  (June  3)  reflects  a  favorable  .outlook  for 
farmers  to  increase  their  fall  pig  crops  at  least  -10%*  as  requested  by  USBA . 

The  report  indicates  that  present  December  futures  corn    pricee*  > ,. ,  p  as  well 
as  prospective  corn  acreage  and  current  weather .... indi cate  a  hog-corn  ratio  next 
fall  and  winter  more  favorable  to  hog  producers  than  it  is  now.     Futures  prices 
quoted  in  May-June  usually  reflect  the  probability  that  the . new  corn  crop  will  be 
normal  size.  « 

The  economists  point  out  that  with  average  yields,  feed  grain  supolies  per 
animal  this  fall  will  be  10  to  15%  larger  than  last  year.     Arid  hog'  prices  -are  like- 
ly to  rise  more  than  seasonally  this  summer ... .because  summer  marketings  are  ex- 
pected to  drop  more  than  usual. 

Feed  Situation 


BAETs  economists  say  that.,.. with  good  growing 'weather .prices  rif  feed  grains 
and  possibly  other  feeds  probably  will  be  much  lower  in  ' 48-49 , . compared  with  prices 
of  livestock  and  livestock  products,  than  they  are  now. 

In  the  Feed  Situation  (June  5),  the  economists  point  out  that,  with  a  favor- 
able growing  season,  ©at  and  bar.ley  prices  may  drop  the  usual  seasonal  amount  this 
summer ...  0while  corn  -probably  will  drop  more  than  u'sual. 

The  growing  season  this  year  has  been  much  more  favorable  for  feed  grains 
than  last  year,  Oats  and  barley  have  been  held  back  by  unfavorable  weather  in 
.some  areas,  but  have  generally  progressed  well  this  spring.  Corn  planting  has 
moved  ahead  much  faster  than  during  the  wet  spring' of:  '47,- -Pasture  conditions  have 
been  generally  better  than  average,  and  good  hay  crops'  are-  in  prospect  in  most 
areas, . 

4-H  Members  Sail  for  Europe  ;  •  •  •     -  . 

The  first  group  of  the  4-H  club  members  going  to  Europe  under  the  Interna ticnal 
Farm  Youth  Exchange  Project  were  scheduled  to  sail  from'  New  York  vesterday.  In 
this  first  group  is  the  Maryland  4-H  dairy  judging  team.     The  team  will  visit 
England,   Scotland,  Isle  of  Guernsey,  Isle  of  Jersey,'  France,  and,  possibly  Belgium 
and  Holland.     They  are  due  back  home  July  19.     This  first  -sailing  also  included 
four  other  club  members,  "-*  ■•■■>■■ 

A  second  group  will  sail, about  June  18, 

The  various' club  members . will  be  in  Europe  up  to -6- months. 

See  our  RFD  Letter,  May  21,  p..3,.  for  details  of  plan  to.  get  transcriptions 
from  the  club  members  while  they  are  abroad.     If  you're  interested  in  transcrip- 
tions,  let  me  know  right  away.. 
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TJSDA  Publications 

" ^e_le£tiiig  Dai r$ |£at_tle     —  On  the  Basis  of  Type  and  Product  on  Records"  —  in- 
cludes plan  to  conduct  demonstrations  and  judging  contest,  with  placing  based  on 
both  type  of  animal,  and  production  records,     (Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1998.) 

"Disk  Plows  and  Their  Operations"  —  describes  different  types  and  how  farmers  can 
get  the  most  out  of  their  plowing  equipment.     (Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1992.) 

"Growing  Erect  and  Trailing  Blackberries"  < —  is  a  combination  and  revision  of  bul- 
letins dealing  with  the  Logan  Blackberry,  ordinary  blackberries,  and  the  dewberry. 
(Farmers  Bulletin  No.  1995.) 

"Growing  Dry  Beans  in  the  Western  States"  --  (Farmers'  Bulletin  No.  1996.) 

"Saving  Beans  from  Watery  Soft  Rot"  —  discusses  fungus  that  has  recently  become 
important  in  some  areas.    Was  problem  for  first  time  in  southern  Fla.  in  '39.... 
and  has  spread  to  all  bean-growing  districts  of  lower  east  coest  of  Fla.  Disease 
also  becoming  problem  on  snap  and  dry  beans  in  seed-growing  sections  of  Wyo. , 
Idaho,  and  Mont.... also  increasing  in  0re..,._and  reported  from  N.Y.,  Calif.,  and 
Colo.     (AIS-70J  .  ~T~ 

"Ye Hows -Resistant  Varieties  of  Cabbage  in  the  Early  and  Midseason  Roundhead 
Groups"  —  compares  trials  of  5  yel lows -resistant  varieties  with  the  standard 
Golden  Acre  and  Glory  of  Enkhuizen.     (Circular  No.  775.) 

"Stumpage  and  Log  Prices  for  the  Calendar  Year  1945"        gives  prices  by  species 
and  regions.    Xstatistical  Bulletin  No.  82.) 

"Farm  Tractors  —  Type,  Size,  Age  and  Traction"        reports  16%  increase  in  number 
of  tractor"  f rom  '45  to   '47. ...with  total  of  2,422,000  Jan.    '47.     (BAE  Mimeograph.; 

"Farm  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  and  Value  of  Principal  Crops,  1946-1947,  by 
States"  —  includes  grains,  hay,  seeds,  potatoes,  and  some  other  commodities. 

"Production  of  Manufactured  Dairy  Products,  1946"  —  by  products,   States,  and 
months  .     (BAE , Mime ograph , )  ~~. 

"1947-48  Annual  Naval  Stores  Report,  including  Fourth  Quarter,   Jan.  1-Mar.  31, 
1948"  —  (BAE  Mime~g7aphT)~ 

"Wool  During  World  War  II"  --  is  104-page  chronicle  of  'war-time  controls,  and  wool 
situation.     (BAE  War  Re-cords  Monograph  -  7.) 

"•AForld  Sheep  Numbers  in  1947  and  1948"  --  reports  711  million  head  at  beginning  of' 
♦48,  or~~r  _  million  more  than  preceding  year.     This  is  Z%  more  than  '47,  but  3% 
below  1936-40  average.     Main  increase  since  beginning  of  '47  has  been  in  Australia, 
" (FLM.3-48.) 

"The  Position  of  American  Cotton  in  Sweden"  --  is  report  based  on  personal  survey 
by  Fred  Taylor.     (Forpign  Agriculture  Report  No,  24.) 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Wanted  t  '  RFD's  *  •  ,.•_•*       ;  ' &  ' 

In  the  June. i"s sue  of  the'NARFD  letter,  RED  President  "Chuck"  Worcester  says 
that,  "More  than  a  score  of  Farm  Radio  opportunities  have  come  to  light  in  very- 
recent  weeks.     Qualified  fans  broadcasters  just  don't  even  start  to  fill  the  demand, 

"An  RFD  committee  is  now  functioning  on  this  matter  of  trying  to  keep  an  eye 
on"  openings  and  on  fellow's  interested  in.  jobs..,. 

"If  you  know  of  a  job  opening  or  anyone  who  is  interested  in    RFD  work,  send 
the  info  regarding  the  job  or  man  to  myself (Charles  Worcester)  at  WMT,  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa...,o-r  to  Sam  Schneider,  KVOO,  Tulsa,  committee  chairman." 

Helps  -for  New  RFD '  s  • 

Also  in  the  June  RFD  Letter,  Prexy  Worcester  reports  that  a  committee  headed 
by  RFD  Dick:Jfethe  of  WGAR,  Cleveland,   is  forking  on  specific,  useful  aids  to  new 
RFD' s. .« .which  may  "even  help  some  of  us  'in-tho-rut'  older  RFD's."     Their  report 
will  include  such  things  as  practices  and  techniques  in  farm  radio,  and  outlines; 
of  farm  information  sources. 

Cornell's  20  Years  of  Broadcasting 

Cornell's  Charles  Taylor  is  out  with  a  44-page  printed  bulletin,  "Twenty  Years 
of  Extension  Broadcasting  —  1925-45." 

In  this  bulletin,  Taylor  reports  about  everything  that  'Cornell  has  done  in 
radio.     He  covers  services  to  radio  stations  throughout'  the  State,  and  operations' 
of  the  'college  station,  WCHU.     He  reviews  such  diverse  activities  as  college  radio 
courses,  international  broadcasts*  and  television  experience. 

Both • commercial  RFD' s  and  Extension  radio  men  will  find  this  bulletin  worth, 
while  reading.     It's  Cornell  Extension  Bulletin  726.     To  get  a  copy,  writ-;  to  the 
New  York  State  College  of  Agriculture  at  Cornell  University,  Ithaca,  New  York. 

i       ♦  -- 

Kadderly  to  Get  4-H  Citation 

During  National  4-H  Club  Camp  here_  June  16-23,  recognition  will  be  extended* 
to  8  persons  who  have  made  outstanding  contributions  to  4-H  club  work.     To  one  of 
these  8  will  be  handed  the  following:.  -  .... 

"Citation  and  medallion  presented  by  National  4-H'  club  camp,   June  17,  to  < 
Wallace  L.  Kadderly,  broadcaster  and  radio  executive.     One  o'f  the  pioneers  in  radio 
broadcasting  to  farm  audiences.     Instrumental  in  arranging  for  National  4-H  radio 
programs  for  many  years.     Largely .responsible  for  developing  relations  between 
4-H  clubs  and  Office  of  War  Information  during  Tv  or  Id. War  II.     Former  chief  of 
Rsdio  Service,     Farm  Director  for  Station  KGW,  Portland." 


«  7  - 


AMONG      O^S  ELVES  (COITT  »D) 
British  Farm  Broadcasts 

Starting  P/onday  (the  7th)  at  11:45  a.m.  EDST  (21.55  m/cs),  BBC  will  present 
"The  British  Farmer,"  a  weekly  15-minute  program  dealing  with  agricultural  events 
and  developments  in  the  British  Isles. 

The  program  will  be  repeated  Monday  evenings  at  10:45  EDST  r 

It  will  include  new  farming  trends  in  Britain,  and  eye-witness  accounts  of 
important  agricultural  events. 

Professional  vs.  Agricultural  TV  Talent 

An  assistant  county  agent   (James  Duncan  of  Wicomico  County,  Md.)  speaks  his 
views  on  professional  versus  agricultural  talent  for  television  shows*.    He  says  : 

"It  may  be  true  that  professional  people  should  appear  on  the  screen,  but  we 
don't  want  the  show  taken  away  from  the  ones  who  have  devoted  or  are  devoting  their 
lives  to  the  advancement  of  agriculture.     Maybe  it  is  true  that  it  would  take  a 
4-H  demonstration  team,  a  homemaker  or  a  county  agent  hours,,  yes,  even  weeks,  to 
perfect  a  demonstration  or  an  exhibit  but  there  you  have  the  grass  roots,  the  very 
foundation  of  farm  life  itself.     We  have  seen  some  4-H  club  demonstrations  that 
would  make  even  professional  people  open  their  eyes.." 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M*.  Gapen  S 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosures : 


0FFC-11  Farm  Enemy  No.  1 

Fact  Sheet  -  Save  Grain  by  Controlling  Internal  Parasites 

Report  on  Infectious  Equine  Encephalomyelitis  in  the  U.S..  in  1947 

Radio  Interview  on  Wheat  Agreement 

Statement  by  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Chrrles  F.  Brannan 

NOTE:-    In  our  last  week's  Letter,  May  28,  we  listed  FAO  Infc 'mat ion.  Service  Bulletin 
Vol.  Ill  No.  3,  as  an  enclosure,..    However,  we  only  had  enough  copies  for 
about  half  of  the  RFD's  on  our  list,   so  for  those  who  did  not  receive  a  copy 
last  week,  we  are  enclosing  your  copy  with  this  Letter, J 
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From  the 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


Another  Good  Crop  Year 


RADIO  SERVICE 


June  11,  1948 


BAE's  June  1  Crop  Report  (out  yesterday  afternoon)  indicates  crops  as  good 
as  the  average  of  the  past  10  years  --  the  best  decade  in  history. 

Another  billion-bushel  wheat  crop  (prospects  of  1,192,425,000  compared  with 
1,364,919,000  last  year)  was  in  prospect. .. .the  second  largest  crop  on  record. 
Winter  wheat  in  parts  of  the   Plains  was  hurt  some,  but  improved  elsewhere,  in- 
creasing the  prospective  crop  to  877  million  bushe Is ....  exceeded  only  by  the 
'47  crop,     A  prospective  spring  crop  of  315  million  would  be  the  largest  since 
♦28. 

Most  corn  was  planted  by  June  1.. .slightly  ahead  of  the  usual  schedule.... 

and  in  the  South  rapid  growth  was  overcoming  the  handicap  of  late  planting. 

Soybeans  and  sorghums  are  being  planted  under  favorable  conditions.  And 
cotton,  tobacco,  peanuts,  and  sugar  cane:   In  the  South  have  made  satisfactory 
progress  in  spite  of  cool  nights. 

A  prospective  1,357  million  bushel  oat  crop  would  be  among  the  bumper  crops 


Export  Outlook 


Agricultural  exports  the  first  quarter  of  '48  were  lower  than  any  quarter 
of  f 47..,. and  about  13%  below  the   '47  quarterly  average. 

In  the  Demand  and  Price  Situation  (June  9),  BAE  says  the  European  Recovery 
Program  will  tend  to  support  agricultural  exports  the  rest  of  '48,     But  it  may 
not  maintain  them  at  first  quarter  levels. 

Home  Food  Preservation  Week  July  19-24 

Secretary  Brannan  has  designated  July  19-24  as  National  Home  Food  Preserva- 
tion Week.  The  program  will  stress  preservation  both  in  the  home  and  in  commun- 
ity canning  centers. 

To  help  provide  the  food  to  preserve,  we're)  enclosing  a  leaflet,.  "Save  Food 
by  killing  Garden  Insects,"  which  deals  with  the  use  of  rotenone  for  garden 
insects . 


PMA  Notes 


PMA  poultry  officials  think  egg  prices  will  average  not  less  than  90%  of 
parity  the  rest  of  the  year,*,, with  production  the  rest  of  the  year  expected 
to  be  about  5%  less  than  the  last  half  of  r47.     Shell  and  frozen  stocks  in  com- 
mercial hands  are  now  above  last  year's  level  but  total  supoly  available 

for  consumption  last  half  of  year  is  expected  to  be  slightly  less  than  last 

year  Livestock  officials  say  it  is  still  not  too  late  for  hog  producers 

to  withhold  a  larger  percentage  of  bred  sows  and  gilts  from  slaughter  this  sum- 
mer to  boost  the  fall  pig  crop,     (See  p. 4  of  June  4  RFD  Letter  for  favorable 
prospects  for  pig  increase ),,.«.  Sugar  Branch  is  studying  how  much  of  various 
sweeteners  (especially  sucrose  and  corn  sweeteners)  food  industries  use.,,, 
and  why  they  choose  a  particular  sweetener],     Result s  available  late  this  year,. 
Meetings  to  discuss  recommendation  for  T49  marketing  quotas  and  acreage  allot- 
ments for  tobacco  scheduled  for:     Louisville,  the  16th;  Lexington,  17th;  and 
Raleigh,  24th. 

Industrial  Market  for  Straw 

Strawboard  mills  are  planning  a  campaign  to  promote'- collection  of  straw. 

And,  to  supplement  these  efforts,  USDA  is  helping  with  an  educational  pro- 
gram.,,.in  cooperation  with  State  Extension  Services, , . .to  provide  information- 
to  farmers.     This  program  includes  practical  specifications  for  baled  straw 
suitable  for  use  by  the  strawboard  and  paper  industry ... .as  agreed  upon  by  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Industry,  equipment  manufacturers,  the  State  experiment 
stations,  and  USDA. 

The  encl osed  mimeograph  gives  background  on  the  prospects  of  increased  mar 
kets  for  straw. 


New  Activities  at  4-H  Camp 


You  may  want  to  talk  to  4-H'ers  returning  from  National  Camp  in  Washington 
about  several  new  activities  that  have  been  introduced  into  this .year's  program 
In  addition  to  the  meetings  with  the  House  and  Senate  Committees  on  Agriculture 
the  trip  to  the  Supreme  Court,  Beltsville,  and  Mount  Vernon,  the  campers  will 
spend  part  cf  a  day  at  -a  tobacco  market  in  Upper  Marlboro,  Maryland,  visit  .An- 
napolis, and  hold  a  farewell  session  for  the  young  people  who  are  going  to  go 
to  Europe  in  the  Exchange  plan* 

"Money-Saving  Main  Dishes" 

With  a  big  potato  crop  coming  up,  that  recipe  book  we  sent  you  some  weeks 
back  --  "Money-Saving  Main  Dishes"  --  offers  some  mighty  good  ways  to  use  some 
extra  spuds. 

You  can  still  offer  this  publi cation  f ree  to  your  listeners.    We'll  send 
you  a   supply  of  the  bulletin  in  bulk  to  meet  your  requests.     Or,  you  can  ask 
your  listeners  to  write  us.     Ask  them  to  use  a  postcard  (which  costs  us  $12  a 
thousand  to  handle)  rather  than  a  letter  Twhicfr  costs  #27).     Address  the  card 
to  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.  C. 
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Farm  Timber  Harvesting  Equipment 

"Cy"  Briggs  of  PMA  brings  us  an  eye  witness  account  of  a  big  demonstration 
of  timber -harvesting  equipment  —  that  may  eliminate  some  of  the  hard  and  often 
dangerous  work  of  the  farmer-timber-owner  in  harvesting  his  crop.     The  demon- 
stration was  held  by  the  Extension  Forester  at  the  University  of  Maryland  this 
week. ...with  about  half  a  million  dollars  worth  of  equipment. 

The  biggest  part  of  the  equipment  is  a  portable  sawmill,  with  motive  power, 
^  which  sells  for  about  the  price  of  a  self-propelled  combine.     Some  of  these  saw- 

mills can  be  set  up  in  as  little  as  two  hours.     Farmers  have  found  it  pays  to 
set  them  up  to  cut  as  little  as  a  thousand  feet  of  lumber. 

One  of  the  big  labor  savers  is  the  chain  saw.     In  cutting  down  fairly  large 
trees,  a  two-man  chain  saw  is  used,     A  one-man  chain  saw  is  used  to  cut  limbs. 

The  logs  ready  for  the  sawmill  can  be  snaked  in  with  a  crawler  type  trac- 
tor.    Or  a  truck  with  a  uniqu®  loader  is  driven  alongside  the  log.,, the  log  is 
rolled  on  the  arms  of  the  loader ...  then  a  winch  which  is  operated  off  the  drive 
shaft  of  the  truck  pulls  the  two  arms  up  to  load  the  log  on  the  truck.  When 
the  boards  are  cut  off  the  log,  they  are  run  through  an  edger  which  trims  them 
down  to  proper  width. 

» 

In  22  states  east  of  the  Mississippi,  planting  and  care  of  trees  is  an 
approved  ACP  practice.     In  those  States,  there  is  three-quarters  of  an  acre  of 
land  useful  only  for  trees.. ..for  every  acre  of  crop  land,     ACP  leaders  think 
improved  harvesting  equipment  will  encourage  more  attention  to  farm  forestry, 

USDA  Official  Travel 

Dr.  L.  B.  Howard,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Agr.  &  Ind.  Chemistry — Peoria,  111. ,   June  14-18. 

Hazel  Stiebeling,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Human  Nutrition  &  Home  Economics --Madison,  Wis,, 
June  18,  speaking  at  University;  Minneapolis,   June  20-24,  Home  Economics  Con- 
vention, Contact  Radisson  Hotel. 

Dr,  R.  M.  Salter,  Chief,  Bur,  of  Plant  Industry  Soils  and  Agricultural  Engineer- 
ingr-Brawley,  Calif.,   June  20-22,  contact  Planters  Hotel;  Berkeley,  Calif. , 
June  23-24,  contact  Dean  Hutchison,  College  of  Agric.;  Stoneville,  Miss. ,  July 
1-2,  care  of  Chas,  Bennett,  Cotton  Ginning  Laboratory.     To  look  over  stations 
and  laboratories. 

I,-  W.  Duggan,  Governor,  Farm  Credit  Admin. — Little  Rock,  Ark. ,   June  14-16,  speak 
at  State  Convention  of  Ark.  Assoc.   of  Future  Farmers  of  America  at'Couchdale  near 
Hot  Springs.     Contact  S.  D.  Mitchell,  State  Dept.   of  Education,  Div.   of  Voc.  Educ. 

G,  F.  Geissler,  Manager,  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Corp.,  Earll  H.  Nikkei,  Head  of 
Sales  Div.,  E.  W.  Anderson,  Western  Area  Director — Salina,  Kans.  ,  June  16, 
Lamer  Hotel;  Salt  Lake  City,   June  18,  New  House  Hotel;  Pendleton,  Ore . ,   June  21, 
meeting  at  Verton  Memorial  Little  Theater,  either  at  Pendleton  Hotel  or  Temple 
Hotel;  Great  Falls,  Mont.,   June  2  3,  Park  Hotel;  Sterling,  Colo. ,  June  25,  Meet- 
ings on  Winter  Wheat  Sales, 

H.  H,  Bennett,  Chief,  Soil  Conser.  Serv--Parkville,  Mo. ,  June  16,  Nat ' 1  Episcopal 
Conference  on  Town  and  Country  Church. 


Demand  and  Price  Situation 


In  the  May  Demand  and  Price  Situation  (June  9),  BAE  gives  the  following 
commodity  highlights: 

Prices  of  livestock  are  low  relative  to  meat  prices,  and  are  expected  to 
advance.     Domestic  and  export  demand  for  dairy  products  continue  strong/  Turkey 
prices  are  expected  to  be  at  record  levels  next  season,  partly  a  result  of  one- 
fifth  fewer  turkeys  to  be  raised  this  year.     If  weather  continues  favorable, 
prices  of  wheat  and  corn  will  move  down  seasonally  with  the  new  crops.  Large 
Government  purchases  of  potatoes  may  be  necessary  in  June  and  July  to  keep  pri- 
ces from  falling  below  support  levels.     The  United  Kingdom,  the  largest  foreign 
customer  for  flue-cured  tobacco,  has  resumed  purchase  of  tobacco. 


Farm  Income  Situation 


In  the  May  Farm  Income  Situation  (June  11),  BAE  says  farmers  are  expected 
to  receive  $12.6  billion  in  cash  the  first  half  of  '48..,, or  Z%  more  than  the 
first  half  of  '47.  .  '  " 

Prices  have  been  averaging  about  1%  higher  than  the  same  months  in  '47, 
Crop  prices  have  averaged  about  4%  higher .... livestock  and  products  9%  higher. 

New  Publications  ' 


"Food  for  Families  with  School  Children"  --  includes,  among  other  things,  a  weekly 
plan  for  a  family  of  six  with  two  grown-ups,  two  teen-age,  and  two  younger  school 
children,     It  indicates  amounts  of  food  needed  for  a  family  of- six. ...  adding  up 
to  $37  to  $39  a  week,  at  Mar.   '48  prices..  (AIS-71) 

"Mint  Farming"  --  says  culture-  of  peppermint  and  spearmint  is  centralized  in  the 
.'muck  lands  of  Ind.,  Mich.,  western  Oreg.,  Wash,,  Calif.,  and  Ohio.  (Farmers1 
Bulletin  No.  1988.)' 

"Bamboo  Culture,  and  Utilization  in  Puerto  Rico"  --  also  tells  of  various  uses 
of  'bamboo:  shoots  for  food,  furniture,  livestock  she  Iters ,' e to.     Tests  of  bam- 
boo also  underway  in  U.S.  .   (Circular  No,  29',  Fed.  Expt.'  'Sta.  .in  Puerto  Rico.) 

"Red  Pine  Management  in  Minnesota"  —  (Circular  No.  778.) 

"The  Market,  for  United  States  Cotton  in  Western  Europe  in  1948"  —  concludes 
that..., with  the'  end' -of  assi-st:anc~e~~programs  to  Europe .  „ ,  .European  countries  are 
.likely  to  again  import  large  amounts  of  U.'S.  cotton  only  if  their  over-all  lev- 
els of  production  are  raised  enough,  1)  to  eliminate'  abnormal  import  needs,  and 
2)  enable  -them  to  increase  exports  of  manufactured  goods  and  services  to  permit 
them  to. pay  for  normal  import  needs.  (FC-1-48.) 

Long-Range  Policy  Report  Enclosed 

Some  weeks  ago,  we  referred  to  the  significant  House  report  on  Long-Range 
Agriculture. .. .based  on  a  study  by  USDA's  BAE.    We  were  finally  able  to  g«t 
copies  for  you.     See  enclosure,- 
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AMONG      OURSELVES  .  .. 

Australian  Farmers  Visit  With  RFD's 

•  We*  had  a  highly  stimulating  visit  this  week  with  the  party  of  Australian 
farmers  who  have  t^en  visiting  in  the  United  States.     Their  minds  were  cata- 
loged' with  things  they  had  seen  in  the  United  States  that  they  might  apply  back 
home;  2,4-D,  quick-freezing,  highly  specialized  poultry  production,  etc.,  etc. 
And  they  told  of  questions  from  U.S.  radio  listeners  along  their  route  for  fur- 
ther details  about  how  Australian  farmers  operate:  raising  lambs  to  90  lbs.  in 
an  amazingly  short  time,  etc. 

The  Australian  party  was  warm  in  its  praise  of  U.S.  RFD  hospitality.  At 
every  point  they  stopped,  a  local  RFD  had  contacted  them  and  used  them  on  their 
-shows:     KGW  and  KALE  in  Portland;  KOAC  in  Corvallls;  KOA  in  Denver;  McClatchy 
stations  feeding  out  of  Sacramento;  KXEL  in  Waterloo;  WGfJ  in  Chicago;  KSTP  in 
Minneapolis;  and  one  or  two  others  in  prospect. 

Michigan  State  on  TV 

'•  Michigan  State  College  was  initiated  into  television  in  a  recent  hour-long 
broadcast  over  WWJ-TV,  Detroit,    :In  a  report  to-Les  Schlup  of  Federal  Extension, 
the  college's  public  relations  director  Lowell  Treaster  says  the  show  dealt  with 
the  story  of  the  college's  services  to  the  State ... .with  special  emphasis  on 
interpreting  agricultural  information  to  urban  televiewers. 

Effectiveness  of  Radio  Teaching 

Some  months  ago,  we  referred -to  a : study  in  Wisconsin  that  compared  the  ef- 
fectiveness of  3  combinations  of  Extension  methods  (including  radio)  in  teach- 
ing hat  repair.  About  a  dozen  RFD's  and  others  wrote  for  copies  of  the  report 
on  the  project  but,  as  a  result  of  changes  in  plans,  all  copies  of  the  leaflet 
summarizing  the  study  were  exhausted  before  the  request  came  in  and  no  reprint 
was  made.  Well,  a  more  comprehensive ' fo rm  of  the  study-is  now  out  and  to 
the  best  of  our  belief  we  can  furnish  you  a  copy  if  you  write  in. 

After  holding  for  several  months  the  names  of  those  requesting  the  original 
leaflet,  we,  finally  gave  up.     So  if  you'd  like  a  copy  of  this  new  report,  will 
you  try  us  again? 

As  we  told  you  previously,  the  State  and  Federal  Extension  Service  folks 
making  the  study  reported  the  best  results  from  giving  out  the  information  by 
radio  and  leaf let ....  the  poorest  results  by  a  project  leader  and  leaflet  at  a 
club  meeting.     In  between,  came  the  system  of  teaching  hat  repair  by  leader, 
leaflet,  and  radio. 

Per sonal -Wise 

Genial,  radio-active  North  Carolina  Extension  Editor  --  Frank  Jeter  --  took 
the  cap  and  gown  last  Sunday  (the  6th)  at  Clemson  College  in  South  Carolina,  and 
came  up  with  the  honorary  degree  of  doctor  of  science.    With  the  exception  of 
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A  ^  £  N  G      OURj>ELVE_S  (CONT'D) 
Personal-Wise  (Continued) 

2  years,  Frank  has  been  Extension  Editor  in  North  Carolina  since  '14, ...Today 
is  the  last  day  as  RFD  at  WSB  in  Atlanta  for  Jim  Romine ,  who  is  going  (for 
family  reasons)  as  sales  promotion  and  advertising  manager  for  Southeast  Ford 
Tractor  Company. 


NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (TIME  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT) 
Saturday,   June  19 

ABC  American  Farmer,  .(1)  USDA  news,   (2)  pick-up  from  National  4-H  Club  Camp, 
Washington  --  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  news,   (2)  pick-up  from  National  4-H 
Club  Camp,  Washington  --  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,   (1)  Plans  to  control  Japanese  beetle,  with  B.  A.  Porter, 
USDA  entomologist,  and  County  Agent  W,  0.  Anderson  of  Montgomery  County 
Md.,   (2)  coverage  of  4-H  Club  Camp.     2:30  p.m.   , . 

Tuesday,   June  22 

ABC  Youth  Asks  the  Government,  with  4-H  club  delegates  --  8:00  p.m. 
Saturday,   June  26 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  news  --  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (l)  USDA  news,   (2)  "Chicken-of-Tomorrow"  con- 
test winner        1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,  with  "Chicken-of-Tomorrow"  feature  —  2:30  p.m. 


Cordially, 

Kenneth  M,  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Encl osures : 

Facts  About  the  Industrial  Utilization  of  Straw 

Long-Range  Agricultural  Policy 

Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 

Save  Food  by  Killing  Garden  Insects 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 

It's  4-H  Week  in  Washingt on 


RADIO  SERVICE 


June  18,  1948 


Nearly  200  4-H  Club  boys  and  girl  s ....  along  with  about  100  Extension  lead- 
ers....have  pretty  well  taken  over  the  town.       Talks  by  Secretaries  Brannan 
and  Marshall.     Visits  with  Senate  and  House  Agriculture  Committees ... .Ass ociate 
Justice  Rutledge  of  the  Supreme  Court,     Trips  to  the  White  House,  U.S.  Naval 
Academy  at  Annapolis,  and  many  other  points.     Etc.,  etc. 

They'll  have  lets  of  good  stories  for  you  when  they  get  back  home.  The 
camp  ends  Wednesday,  the  2  3rd, 


Watch  for  Grain  Insect  Story!!! 

On  July  24,  USDA  will  release  a  highly  significant  story  on  a  new  method 
of  detecting  insect  infestation  in  grain.     This  method  is  expected  to  have  a 
highly  important  influence  on  sale  and  storage  of  grain.     We'll  try  to  send 
you^story  in  advance  of  the  release  date.     Meanwhile,  we  recommend  that  you 
get  set  for  an  all-out  campaign  on  grain  fumigation  when  this  story  is  released. 

Congress  Clears  USDA  Appropriation 

Congress  has  finished  action  on  the  USDA  appropriation  bill  for  '48-49..,. 
and,  as  we  go  to  press,  it  is  waiting  action  by  the  President. 


Extension  Work  in  Europe 

In  a  talk  before  New  Jersey  Extension  workers  last  week,  Nate  Koenig, 
executive  assistant  to  the  Secretary,   said  USDA,  ECA  and  State  Department  are 
exploring  the  possibilities  of  expanding  extension  work,  crop  reporting,  and 
research  in  some  European  countries.    He  added  that  we  already  have  had  some 
experience  of  this  type  in  Greece, 

Meanwhile,  Extension  Director  M. L.  Wilson,  who  is  now  in  Greece,  reports 
that,  with  the  help  of  the  American  Mission  for  Aid  to  Greece,  35,000  acres 
of  land  have  been  drained  and  put  in  cultivation  for  the  first  time  since  the 
war.... and  plans  are  complete  to  drain  about  95,000  acres  more.     And  work  on 
livestock  rehabilitation  and  other  problems  is  under  way. 
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Recommendations  on  Bang's  Disease  Control 

Out  of  the  Central  States  brucellosis  (Bang's  disease)  conference  in  Chi- 
cago June  12-11,  came  recommendations  for  steps  to  meet  the  shortage  of  per- 
sonnel for  control  work  in  some  areas .....  pasteurization  of  market  milk  and 

cream  and  further  endorsement  of  the  recommendations  last  December  of  the 

U.S.  Livestock  Sanitary  Association  on  control  programs,     (Over  half  the  States 
have  signed  agreements  with  the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  to  comply  with  the 
Association's  recommendations.) 

You  might  check  with  local  control  officials  for  further  background  on 
these  recommendations. 


The  Insect  Outlook 

Our  entomologists  give  us  this  "quickie"  on  some  of  the  more  important 
insects : 

Corn  Borer  --  Fall  survey  indicated  heaviest  infestation  in  Minn.,  Ia.,  Wise, t 
111, .. .but  reduced  somewhat  by  heavy  winter  mortality;  also  corn  planted  late, 
and  less  susceptible  to  first  brood  infestation.     Eggs  being  laid • in  some 

fields,  and  now  time  to  apply  insecticide  DDT,     Not  advising- DDT  in  other 

areas,  especially  where  use  corn  for  fodder  or  silage. 

Boll  Weevil  Hot,  dry  weather  in  June  helped- hold  down,  but  heavy  infesta- 
tions reported  from  Tex,,.  Miss.,  S.C.     Infestation  spotty.    Watch  fields".... 

and  be  ready  to  dust. 

Grasshoppers  —  With "warm  weather,  hatching  rapidly;  some  places,  2-3  weeks 
earlier  than  last  year.     Can  mean  damaging  populations  which  should  be  given 
attention. right  away.    Watch  situation  closely,  and  poison  while   'hoppers  are 
still  in  concentrations  on  a  few  acres.     This  year,  farmers  have  choice  of 
usual  poison  bait,  or  new  insecticides  containing  toxaphene  or  chlordan. 

White-Fringed  Beetle  --  Intensive  inspection  underway,   'No' additional  infesta- 
tion found  so  far.     Drastic  control  underway,  with  DDT  for  larvae  in  soil, 
'and  adults  on  foliage.     Using  both  ground  and  air • equipment .     Still  confined 
to  N.C.,  S.C.,  Ga.,  Fla . ,  Miss.,  La,,  and  Ala.,  where  infestation  is  heaviest. 

Gypsy  Moth  —  Just  completed  cooperative  spray  program  of  190,000  acres  by 
air... and  about  45,000  by  ground... in  Pa.,  N.Y.,  Western  New  England,  Ento- 
mologists optimistic  about  effect  of  this  operation  in  15-year  fight  against 
gypsy  moth.     But  must  continue  intensive  survey  for  2  or  3  seasons  to  detect 
and  treat  any  remaining  infestations  and  evaluate  results. 

Hatchery  Output  Down 


BAE  -reports  that  hatcheries  turned  out  13%  fewer  chicks  the  first  5  months 
of  this  year  than  the  seme  months  last  year.     Orders  for. chicks  for  broiler 
production  are  above  last  year.     For  the  next  few  months,  prospects  are  tfor 
hatchery  output  to  run  about  the   same  as  during  the  same,  months  last  year. 

On  June  1,  there  were  490,969,000  young  chickens  of  this  year's  hatch  in 
on  f arms ....  about  14%  less  than  a  year  ago..,, and  the  lowest  since  June  1,  '40. 
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Early  Spud  Prospects 

Currently,  it  looks  like  the  Department  will  buy  quite  a  bit  of  the  early 
end  intermediate  potato  crop.     Estimates  now  are  that  the  figure  could  approach 
12  million  bushels  by  July  1,  and  another  10  to  12  million  bushels  by  mid- 
September  . 

The  194-8  early  potato  goal  (including  Arizona  and  Long  Island)  was 
66,808,000  bushels,  but  actual  production  is  estimated  at  closer  to  92.5  mil- 
lien  bushels,     A  wot,  cool  spring  delayed  planting  in  many  instances  and  as 
a  result  some  states  will  overlap  in  their  digging  dates.     This  creates  a  bad 
marketing  situation  and  in  some  cases  results  in  a  localized  shortage  of  c«rs 
for  shipping. 

Presently,  Department  potato  officials  see  no  immediate  danger  of  having 
to  dump  potatoes.     Outlets  developed  during  the  la.st  two  years  are  apparently 
adequate  to  handle  potatoes  the  Department  is  acquiring  this  year  under  its 
mandatory  price-support  operations.     Since  schools  are  now  closing  for  the  sum- 
mer, however,  diversion  of  these  early  potatoes  to  the  School  Lunch  program 
will  be  negligible.     Most  of  the  Government  acquired  potatoes  will  go  to  live- 
stock feed,  alcohol  and  starch. 

Feeding  Potatoes  to  Livestock 


And  speaking  of  feeding  potatoes.'to  livestock,  prices  are  very  low  again 
this  year  in  the  surplus  early  potato  regions.     You  can  learn  local  prices 
from  the  ACA  committees.    And  you  can  get  information  about  using  potatoes  for 
various  types  of  livestock  from  the  committees  and  the  State  Extension  Services 
and  experiment  stations.  • 

NETWORK  PROGRAMS  (THE  GIVEN  IS  EASTERN  DAYLIGHT) 
Saturday,   June  26 

ABC  American  Farmer,  US  DA- news  --  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,   (1)  USDA  news,   (2)  "Chicken-of-Tomorrow" 
contest  winner  --  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,  with  "Chicken-of -Tomorrow"  feature  —  2:30  p.m. 

Saturday,   July  3 

ABC  American  Farmer,  USDA  News  --  12:30  p.m. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour,  USDA  News  --  1:00  p.m. 

CBS  Country  Journal,  School  Lunch  pick-up  from  school  in  Washington,  D.  C.  — 
2:30  p.m. 
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Enough  Fuel  for  Most  Farmers 


PMA  officials  report  spot  shortages  of  tractor  motor  fuels  here  and  there 
since  spring  plowing  started.     And  these  may  continue  during  the  summer  and  fall 
But  the  officials  say  no  general  shortage  is  in  sight. 

Kerosene  and  diesel  fuel  supplies  are  expected  to  be  adequate.  Tractor 
fuels  most  likely  to  be  short  at  times  are  gasoline  and  closely  related  fuels. 

Spot  shortages  may  occur  east  of  the  Rockies  even  in  areas  where  supplies 
are  generally  adequate.     These  may  be  due  to  lack  of  storage  or  transportation 
facilities,  a  rush  planting  or  harvest,   or  an  unusual  increase  in  the  number  of 
machines  in  a  community. 

If  farmers  in  your  area  run  short  of  fuel,  tell  them  to  report  to  their 
county  AC P  committees. 

Use  Plentiful  Potatoes 


As  you  know,  the  industry  and  USDA  are  pushing  potatoes  as  a  plentiful 
food,   June  l7-26. 

We  *  re  enclosing  a  folder,  "Use  Plentiful  Potatoes,"  which  includes  recipes 
based  on  the  latest  research  findings  of  the  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home 
Economics,    Among  other  things,  it  includes  new  information  about  how  to  cook 
potatoes  to  prevent  loss  of  minerals  and  vitamins. 

At  present  we  do  not  have  enough  copies  for  you  to  offer  it  over  the  air. 
We  may  later.    Will  let  you  know,  if  and  when. 


Spread  Lime  Nov/ 


It  may  sound  a  bit  out 
the  summer  time.  But,  with 
lion  tons  in  *46  against  6-g- 
spreading  has  become  a  year 


-of-season  to  be  talking 
the  tremendous  increase 
million  in  '36  when  the 
-round  activity. 


about  spreading  lime  in 
in  use 'of  lime  (28g  mil- 
ACP  was  started)  lime 


By  operating  year-round,  the  crushers  are  able  to  produce  the  lime  more 
cheaply,  -Likewise,  it  doesn't  cost  as  much  to  get  the  lime  on  the  land  when 
the  spreader  trucks  are  hauling  lime  all  the  time. 

RFD's  east  of  the  Great  Plains,  as  well  as  a  few  here  and  there  in  the 
West  whe re  lime  is  used,  can  get  good  stories  about  the  economies  of  spread- 
ing lime  in  the   summer  time  and  of  the  value  of  lime  in  the  conservation  pro- 
gram.    You  might  check  both  with  the  ACP  officials  and  committees,  and  the 
Extension  agronomists, 

USDA  Travel  Information 

Davis,  Calif.   --  June  21-23  --  Oris  V.  Wells,  Chief,  Bur.  of  Agrl,  Economics, 

Meeting  of  the  Western  Research  Council  &  Western  Home-Farm  Economics  Assoc. 
Contact  -  J.A.  Scott,  State  Statistician,  State  Office  Bldg.,  Sacramento. 
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Teaching  Home  Freezing  by  Radio 

California's  Extension  Information  man,  McCall  Smith,  offers  a  story  about 
direct  teaching  by  radio  which. .while  a  little  out  of  the  sphere  of  most 
. RFDf s. . . .make s  interesting  reading. 

In  Santa  Clara  County,  the  Home  Demonstration  Agent  did  5  10-minute  shows 
on  quick  freezing:     preparing  apricots  by  the  dry  sugar  pack,  and  by  the  sugar 
syrup  pack,  blanching  vegetable s ...» and  preparing  separated  and  whole  eggs. 
The  plan  was  to  have  the  women  actually  prepare  the  food  while  the  directions 
were  given  by  radio.     The  talks  were  recorded .... .tried  out  on  two  amateurs.... 
revised. .and  broadcast  over  KSJO. 

Nearly  270  women  registered  for  the  course.  Of  these,  85  replied  to  a 
questionnaire  following  the  5  broadcasts all  35  wanting  more  courses  of 
this  type..,. 83  of  the  85  saying  the  courses  were  easy  to  follow. 

Many  of  the  women  said  they  preferred  this  teaching  method  to  meetings: 
"It  only  took  10  minutes  in  my  own  kitchen,"     "I  didn't  have  to  get  ready  to 
go  to  a  meeting."     "There  was  no  confusion."     "I  have  a  baby  and  I  cannot  come 
to  your  meetings." 

"Mac"  says,  "We  think  of  this  method  as  a  means  of  teaching  the  two-thirds 
of  the  rural  population  who  do  not  come  to  meetings The  day  is  not  far  dis- 
tant when  such  demonstrations  will  be  presented  by  television  to  large  rural 
audiences." 

The  broadcasts  were  preceded  by  an  intensive  promotion  campaign  by  radio, 
newspapers,  direct  mail,  announcements  at  meetings,  freezer  locker  operations, 
and  appliance  merchants. 

New  Publications 


■-"Repairing  Machinery  Cooperatively  in  Indiana"  —  is  a  62-page  report  on  opera- 
tion of  the  machinery  repair  co-op. .with  suggestions  for  such  co-ops,  based 
on  the  -.Indiana  experience. 

"Grain  Grading  Primer"  --  is  intended  for  grain  farmers  and  country  grain 
dealers  interested  in  handling  grain  on  a  grade  and  quality  basis.  (Misc. 
Pub.  No.  325.) 

"Rat-Control  Methods"  --  covers  poisons,  rat-proofing,  sanitation,  etc.  (Pa-41.) 
Highlights  of  Poultry  Research 


Enclosed  is  a  summary  of  results  of  poultry  breeding  and  feeding  work  at 
USDATs  National  Agricultural  Research  Center.     You  may  want  to  tie  this  in- 
formation in  with  stories  from  local  Extension  and  experiment  station  people 
and  poultrymen. 

Story  of  Livestock  Alcatraz 

Note  the  enclosure,  with  details  of  the  livestock  Alcatraz  being  planned 
to  carry  on  the  research  program  on  foot-and-mouth  disease. 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


RFD  Visitors  in  Washington 

Among  the  visitors  in  Wa shington  this  week  are  Bill  Drips,  Agricultural 
Director  of  NBC,  who  dropped  in  today. ...» RFD  Wallace  Kadderly  of  KGW,  Port- 
land, who  has  been  here  all  week. . . . .Extensi on  Editor  Sam  Reck  of  New  Jersey 
who  is  helping  with  4-H  camp  publicity .....  Jerry  Seaman,  who  handles  the  Form 
end  Home  Hour  account  for  Gittins  Advertising  Agency,  here  most  of  the  week.,,, 
and  Extension  Radio  Editor  Elton  Tait  of  Pennsylvania  who  has  been  working 
with  Joe  Tonkin  on  radio  coverage  of  the  National  4-H  Club  Camp, 

Texas  RFD  Training  Ground 

"Andy"  Adam  of  Texas  A  &  M  has  a  sort  of  in-service  training  project  for 
incipient  RFD's.     Jack  Timmons  started  with  Andy  as  student  assistant  while 
chairman  of  the  Collegiate  FFA  chapter,  and  is  now  graduated  and  has  gone  as 
RFD  with  KLEE  at  Houston.-    Jack  held  auditions  with  boys  in  his  chapter  and 
helped  Andy  come  up  with  his  successor,  Edgar  Langley. 

Wisconsin  Radio  Insitute  July  5-10 


The  University  of  Wisconsin  announces  a  Public  Service  Radio  Institute 
at  Madison,   July  5-10,     The  program  includes  documentary  production;  educa- 
tional radio  writing,  school  station  programming,  television  in  education, 
radio  workshop  direction,  and  classroom  utilization.     Registration  ip  110,,,. 
and  housing  in  one  of  the  University  residence  halls  and  food  will  be  avail- 
able for  about  $4.50  a  day. 

Beaty  Covers  Pros  &  Cons  of  Wheat  Agreement 

RFD  Layne  Beaty  of  WBAP,  Fort  Worth,  reports  that  he  had  a  recent  broad- 
cast on  the  International  Wheat  Agreement  which  included  the  then  Acting 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  N.  E.  Dodd,...a  member  of  the  grain  t rade ... .and  a 
farmer. 

Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 

Encl osures : 


Use  Plentiful  Potatoes 

Summary  of  Results  of  Poultry  Research 

Foot-and-Mouth  Disease  Research  Laboratory 
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From  the: 

U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
OFFICE  OF  INFORMATION 


RADIO  SERVICE 


June  25,  1948 

USBA  Appropriations  for  Coning  Year 

Last  Saturday  (the  19th)  President  Trunan  signed  the  appropriation  act 
providing  funds  for  USBA  for  the  xk9  fiscal  year; ... .which  runs  fron  July  1,  '48 
to  July  1,  *%% 

In  the  inside  pages  of  this  letter,  we  are  giving  you  "background  on -a  few 
of  the  nore  significant  changes  in  the  new  appropriation.  Also,  "background  on 
the  Act  changing  certain  provisions  of  FHA  loan  operations. 

USBA  is  not  yet  ready  to  report  on  the  CCC  Act,  or  the  long-range  fam 
progran. 

You  nay  want  to  get  in  touch  with  USBA  agencies  for  stories  about  local 
activities  in  light  of  the  appropriation  changes. 


Food  and  Feed  Conservation 


USTJLl's  Office  of  Food  and  Feed  Conservation  winds  up  July  1., ..in  the 
absence  of  Congressional  appropriations  to  continue  it  in  the  *k9  fiscal  year. 

In  view  of  the  continued  need  for  conservation,  USBA.  is  interested  in 
seeing  a  continued  push  on  food  and  feed  conservation  programs  at  least  until 
this  year*s  corn  crop  is  harvested.    USBA.  is  currently  taking  inventory  to  see 
what  phases  of  this  work  can  "be  continued  "by  regular  Bepartnent  agencies. 
Federal  Extension  is  also  urging  State  Extension  Services  to  continue  their 
fine  cooperation. 


Farm  Safety  Week  Ideas 

Maynard  Coe  talked  with  USBA's  fam  safety  connittee,  and  sone  of  our 
radio  folks  Tuesday  of  this  week  about  radio  coverage  of  National  Fam  Safety 
Week,  July  2^-^l. 

Anong  various  progran  ideas  talked  over  were  stories  about  outstanding 
exanples  of  fam  safety.    In  view,  of  the  effort,  this  year  to  discourage  snail 
children  fron  operating  fam  machinery,  it  seens  that  shows  also  night  be 
developed  fron  the  ^-H  club  and  FFA  angle,  tying  in,  anong  other  things,  the 
4-H  safety  project.    And,  of  course,  personal  experience  stories  fron  those 
who  have  had  accidents  are  always  good. 
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PMA  Funds 

The  Agricultural  Appropriations  Act  for  '48-49  provides  $373,000,000  for 
"action"  and  marketing  programs  under  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administra- 
tion.    (It  also  includes  an  authorization  of  $262, 500,000. contingent  upon 
actual  appropriation...  for  the  '49  ACP  program.    More  about  this  in  story, 
top  of  page  3. 

Among  the  significant  changes  in  the  '49  appropriation  (covering  July  '48 
to  July  '49)  is  an  increase  to  $75  million  in  funds  made  available  from  Section 
32  funds  for  the  National  School  Lunch  funds..  ..compared  "With  $70  million  for 
'48. 

Nearly  $60  million  was  made  available  for  surplus  farm  commodity  purchases 
....under  Section  32,  which  sot  aside  30$  of  custom  receipts  for  agricultural 
programs.    This  compares  with  $44  million  initially  for  the  '48  fiscal  year, 
and  later  increased  to  slightly  more  than  $84  million  "by  a  reappropriation  of 
$40  million  held  in  the  custom  receipts  reserve. 

Ftuids  for  Market  News  were  increased  about  $80  thousand. .which  includes 
$7,500  for  Livestock  News  Service,  Fla. ;  $7,500  for  General  Market  News  Service, 
Seattle  and  Yakima ,  Wash.;  $7,500  to  strengthen  Dairy  and  Poultry  Market  News 
Service,  Boston. 


RMA  Funds  Reflect  Marketing  Interest 

E.  A.  Meyer,  Administrator  of  the  Research  and  Marketing  Act,  is  working 
with  his  staff  and  with  others  on  approving  RMA  projects  for  the  work  year 
which  "begins  July  1.    As  far  as  possible,  recommendations  of  the  commodity 
advisory  committees  are  followed,  and  this  will  mean  continuation  of  many  studies 
started  in  the  year  ending  June  30. 

Congress  appropriated  $13.85  million  to  the  RMA  for  the  coming  year.  The 
appropriation  last  year  was  $9  million.    The  $13c85  million  is  an  increase  of 
a  little  over  50$,  "but  still  short  of  the  $19  million  authorized  "by  the  Research 
and  Marketing  Act. 

The  $13.85  million  is  divided  as  follows:    $3.25  million  to  the  State  Ex- 
periment Stations. . .,$3.9  million  for  research  on  new  and  wider  uses  of  agri- 
cultural commodities. .. .$1.95  million  for  cooperative  research  with  the  experi- 
ment stations  on  research  other  than  utilization. .. .and  $4.75  million  for  Title 
II  work  on  marketing. 

Greatest  increase  of  all  was  for  Title  II  work,  as  the  appropriation  last 
year  was  only  $2  million.    This  reflects  increased  interest  in  marketing. 


USDA  Official  Travel 

D.  B,  Lasseter,  Adminis.  Farmers  Home  Administration  —  Daytona  Beach,  Florida 
July  13,  State  Conference,  contact  J.  A.  Testexada,  State  Director,  '30u  W.. 
Univ.  Ave.,  Prof.  Bldg.,  Gainesville,  Fla.,  Tel.  323. 

Savannah,  Georgia  —  July  14,  State  Conference,  contact  R.  L.  Vansant,  State 
J3ir.,  Rm.  '6*04  Atlanta  Nat'l.  Bldg.,  Tel.  Walnut  4121. 
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ACP  Plans  for  'k-9   

Congress  authorized  $262, 500,000  for  the  '49  Agricultural  Conservation 
Program. .as  against  $150,000,000  appropriated  for  the  '48  program. 

ACP  officials  here  say  the  increased  appropriation  for  '49  will  mean  an 
increase  in- conservation  practices . . . .since  assistance  to  -farmers  will  con- 
tinue at  about  50$  of. the  cost  of  the  conservation  practices  carried  xmt. 
The  farmer  stands  the  other  half  of  the.  cost/    In  addition,  he  usually  stands 
all  the  work  and  carries  out  additional  ••.conservation  for  which  no  assistance 
is  given.    The  new  Appropriation  Act  also  ups  the  maximum  payment  to  any  par- 
ticipant from  $500.  ;to  $750.        -  •  •  • 

The  increased  conservation  funds  are  expected  to  he  reflected  specifically 
in  more  permanent  conservation  practices. . . .such  as  terraces,  dams,  and  range 
and  pasture  improvement  to  establish  a  protective  cover  against  erosion. 

Official  comment  here  was  that,  "This  aid  to  farmers  represents  the  Nation's 
interest  and  responsibility  in  conserving  our  soil  and  water  resources.  Far- 
mers are  helped  in  carrying  out  conservation  measures  to  protect  the. future 
food  supplies  of  all." 

The  .$150,000,000  appropriated  for  this  year  will  help  pay  for  conserva- 
tion practices  carried  out  during  the  calendar  year  lk8.    The  new  authoriza- 
tion of  $262,500,000  (for  which  funds  must  be  appropriated  later)  covers 
practices  carried  out  in  '4-9. 

More  Money  for  FHA  Operating  Loans 

The  Farmers  Home  Administration  expects  to  help  several  thousand  addition- 
al farm  families  during  the  coming  year  as  a  result  of  additional  funds  under 
the  Agricultural  Appropriations  Act. 

> »  •• 

During  the  past  year,  $60  million  was  made  available  for  operating  loans 
to  families  unable  to  obtain  credit  from  other  sources.    By  the  end  of  April 
this  fund  had  been  exhausted,  with  59,95'4  new  loans  recorded  and  48,722  former 
borrowers  provided  additional  credit  to  meet  emergency  or  expansion  needs. 
During  the  same  ten  months,  however,  written  applications  were  filed  by  9^,3^0 
farriers  not  already  on  the  program,  and  83,227  others  who"  called  at  the  office 
to  apply  did  not  file  a  formal  application  when  they  learned  that  funds  were 
already  exhausted. 

Many  of  these  applicants  will  be  able  to  receive  aid  during  the. coming 
year  as  a  result  of  the  increased  approx^ri  at  ion.    Between'  15,000  and  20,000 
more  loans  than  were  made-  in  fiscal'  1948  should'  be',  possible;  during  the  coming 
year,  agency  officials  estimate.  '  '""  • 

■  Funds  for  direct  real  estate  gleans  remain  the  same  —  $15'  million  and  this 
should  help  about  2,000  farmers."' buy,'  enlarge  or  improve:  farms  of  their  own. 

In  addition,  changes  in'lhis' 'insured  mortgage  provisions  of  the  Bankhead- 
Jones  Farm  Tenant  Act  should  "make 'It  possible  for'  private  capital  to  increase 
the  number  of  loans  made  and  insured  by  public  funds.     (See  story  on  insured 
mortgage  loans . ) 


REA  Funds  Pemit  Future  Planning 

Under  the  new  Appropriation  Act,  REA  will  have  about  $500  nillion  for 
loans  --  $200  million  nore  than  ever  "before. 

REA  already  has  on  hand  applications  for  loans  totaling  about  $360  million* 

Plans  call  for  connecting  375,000  new  consumers  during  f^-8-i+9.    This  will 
mean  about  150,000  miles  of  power  lines  under  construction  during  '48*  In 
other  words,  this  means  more  new  consumers,  and  more  miles  of  line,  than  in 
any  other  year  in  the  13  years  since  KEA  was  established, 

EEA  officials  explain  that  the  increases  will  enable  REA-f inanced  co-ops 
to  plan  more  efficiently  for  the  future.    Co-op  managements  will  he  better  able 
to  plan  entire  systems,  rather  than  simply  build  sections  of  line.    With  the 
doubling  in  the  use  of  electric  power  per  consumer  every  few  years,  the  need 
for  long-range  plans  has  become  steadily  more  important. 

Big  emphasis  will  continue  to  be  bringing  electricity  to  new  consumers. 
But,  this  year,  the  co-ops  will  likely  spend  more  time  and  effort  to  complete 
surveys  of  unelectrif ied  farms  and  other  rural  places.    They  can  study  trends 
in  electrical  loads,  needs  for  more  switching  points,  sources  of  permanent 
power  supply,  and  other  vital  factors  in  system  growth.    This  will  mean  a  closer 
approach  to  REA's  goal  of  full  area  coverage  --  that  is,  serving  everyone  within 
a  certain  area. 


More  Help  to  Conservation  Districts 

An  increase  of  $5,705,242  will  permit  some  expansion  of  Soil  Conservation 
Service  operations  and  research  in  the  *49  fiscal  year. 

Congress  allowed  SCS  $^3,311,500  for  its  conservation  operations  on  farm 
and  ranch  land.,.. and  $1,5^8,000  for  research.    Thus,  SCS  will  be  able  to  provide 
much  more  technical  aid  to  the  2,000  soil  conservation  districts  throughout  the 
country.    Also,  some  of  the  badly -needed  research  projects  can  be  set  up,  or 
re-established,  to  develop  field  practices  to  meet  critical  soil  and  water  con- 
servation problems  in  both  humid  and  dry  areas. 

(See  story  elsewhere  in  Letter  about  SCS  flood  control  activities.) 


More  Help  for  Extension  Work 

The  Extension  Service  gets  an  increase  of  $3  million, . „ . .virtually  all  of 
which  goes  to  the  States*  Extension  officials  say  the  increase  should  greatly 
strengthen  Extension  work,  especially  in  the  counties. 

The  increase  will  help  provide  county  and  home  demonstration  agents,  in- 
cluding Negro  agents,  and  4-H  agents  in  counties  not  now  having  them.    It  is 
felt  that  part  of  the  money  may  also  be  used  to  help  raise  the  salaries  of  State 
and  county  Extension  workers.    Federal  Extension  is  urging  additional  State  and 
county  appropriations  to  help-  with  the  pay  increases . 
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Assured  Market  for  Insured  Mortgage  Loans 

Recent  Congressional  changes  in  the  Bankhead- Jones  Fam  Tenant  Act  now 
offer  an  assured  market  for  insured  mortgage  leans  Dade  "by  the  Farriers  Hone  Ad- 
ministration. 

Since  the  first  loan  was  made  under,  this  progran  last  October,  333  others 
have  "been  approved;  "but  9,200  other  approved  applications  are  "being  held  pend- 
ing the  finding  of  a  lender  willing  to  finance  the  loans  with  government  in- 
surance, or  the  location  of  a  fam  which  will  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Bankhead- Jones  Act.    The  new  amendments  to  the  Act,  liberalizing  the  interest 
rates  and  providing  an  assured  market  for  the  mortgages,  is  expected  to  make 
these  loans  very  popular  with  private  credit  sources. 

Under  present  amendments,  the  "borrower  must  pay  at  least  10$  of  the  purchase 
price,  and  a  private  lender  pays  the  remainder,  and  the  debt  repayment  is  guar- 
anteed "by  the  Farmers  Home.    Lenders  receive  3$  return  on  their  investment,  and 
the  "borrower  pays  an  additional  Vjo  which  covers  insurance  charges.    The  Farmers 
Home  handles  all  collections  and  servicing  of  the  loan.    Lenders  may  sell  the 
mortgages  to  the  government  at  the  end  of  a  specified  period  of  time,  to  "be 
determined  "by  the  government  and  lender  at  the  time  the  loan  is  closed.  The 
program  is  available  only  to  farmers  unable  to  finance  the  entire  loan  through 
private  credit  sources.    Funde  may  "be  used  to  purchase,  enlarge,.  or.  .improve  farms. 

Loans  for- Flood-Stricken  Farmers 

Congress  appropriated  $6  million,  to  Farmers  Home  for  emergency  loans  to 
flood-stricken  farmers  for  the  * 48-^9  fiscal  year.    The  Act  was  signed  today. 

While  the  appropriation  was  designed  particularly  for  flood  areas  in  the 
Northwest,  it  also  will  "be  available  for  other  parts  of  the  country  if  similar 
emergencies  develop.    At  present,  the  fund  will  "be  administered  "by  FHA  State 
offices  at  Portland,  Bozeman,  and  Salt  Lake  City.... for  Ore.,  Wash.,  Idaho., 
Mont.,  and  Utah.    Applications  should  "be  made  to  the  county  office  in  counties 
where  the  flood-damaged  farm  is  located. 

Loans  nay  "be  used  to  repair  or  replace  "buildings  and  fences,  clear  flood- 
deposited  de"bris  from  cultivated  or  pasture  land,  or  to  hire  heavy  machinery 
for  such  clearing;  to  replace  livestock  or  equipment;  to  purchase  seed,  feed, 
fertilizer  and  family  subsistence  needs. 

Technical  aid  and  counsel  will,  "be  available  through  . SCS,  Extension,  State 
colleges  and  experiment  stations. .. .with  FHA  credit  available  to  follow  out  the 
suggestions  of  these  groups.    Loans  will  be  made  only  when  other  credit  is  un- 
available . 

World  Poultry  Congress,  Aug.  20-27 

The  8th  World  Poultry  Congress  is  scheduled  for  Copenhagen,  Aug.  20-27.... 
with  about  35  countries  expected  to  take  part.    W.  D.  Termohlen  of  PMA.  is 
chairman  of  the  U.  S.  executive  committee  for  the  Congress.    H.  L.  Shrader 
of  Federal  Extension  is  one  of  the  official  delegates. 
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Ryegrass  Becomes  Popular  Cover  Crop 

The  press  release  announcing  USDA  sale  of  common  ryegrass  seed  "brings  to 
mind  the  termendous  increase  in' popularity  of  this  crop  in  recent  years  .  In 
fact,  last  year  farmers  harvested  more  ryegrass  for  seed  than  any  other  crop. 

When  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program  was  put  into  operation  in  '36, 
the  ryegrass  seed  crop  ran  under  13  million  pounds,  and  was  used  mostly  for 
lawngrass  mixtures,  and  for  seeding  on  Bermuda  grass  lawns  in  the  South.  Wow, 
it  is  used  as  a  winter  cover  crop  from  Texas  to  Maine  and  from  the  Atlantic 
Coast  to  the  southern  Great  Plains. 

In  '46,  farmers  produced  a  record  crop  of  58  million  pounds. 

Farmers  say  the  crop  has  many  advantages:     it  holds  the  soil  tightly 
against  erosion. ...  it  produces  abundant  winter  pasture. .. .resists  cutting 
through  "by  animal's  hoofs.    When  the  ryegrass  is  turned  under  in  the  spring, 
it  improves  the  working  quality  of  soil,  and  adds  to  the  organic  matter. 

You  can  turn  up  local  stories  about  the  virtues  of  ryegrass. 


New  Publications 

"Our  American  Land       the  Story  of  Its  Abuse  and  Its  Conservation"  — 
is  revision  of  popular,  well -illustrated  SCS  publication  outlining  erosion 
problem.   ...telling  about  work  of  soil  conservation  districts ... .and  steps  in 
saving  soil.     (Misc.  Publication  No.  596.) 

"Diseases  of  Swine"  --  supersedes  previous  publication  on  subject.  (Farmers' 
Bulletin  No .  1914. ) 

"Improvement  of  Pastures  for  Dairy  Cattle  in  Middle  Tennessee"  reports 
■  results  with  different- types  of  treatment,  and  different  forage  crops. 
(Circular  No.  786. ) 

"Yellows -Resistant  Cabbage  "Varieties  in  the  Danish  Ballhead -Hollander  Group"  — 
(Circular  No.  776. ) 

"How  Families  Use  Their  Incomes"  —  shows  how  families  spend  their  incomes  for 
food,  housing,  clothing,  medical  care,  and  other  needs  and  wants ....  including 
changes  in  the  past  10  years ... .differences  between  regions,  and  farm  and  city. 
65  pages  of  text,  charts,  tables.     (Misc.  Publication  No.  653-) 

"Fruits  (Non-Citrus)  —  Production,  Farm  Disposition,  Value,  and  Utilization 
of  Sales,  1889-1944"  --  includes  106  pages  of  tables  on  16  different  fruits. 
(CS-27.) 

Flood  Control  Plans 

SCS  received  $3,387,302  for  flood  control  work  on- authorized  watersheds... 
and  $1,262,270  for .making  preliminary  flood  control  examinations  and  surveys 
out  of  the  total  of  $6  million  appropriated  for  this  work. 
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Columhus  Institute  Set  May  5-8 

Keith  Tyler  writes  that  the  annual  Institute  for  Education  "by  Radio  will 
he  held  Thursday  through  Sunday ,  May  5-8,   '^+9.    He  is  soliciting  suggestions 
ahout  next  year's  Institute  program. 

As  a  postscript  on  the  'M3  April -May  Institute,  he  reports  an  attendance 
of  1,068,  or  20  less  than  last  year's  attendance. 

Australian  Sheep  News  "by  Transcription 

Agricultural  Director  John  Douglass  of  the  Australian  Broadcasting  Com- 
mission air-mails  us  that: 

"I  am  getting  'round  to  the  stage  when  I  will  he  ahle  to  make  some  re- 
cordings for  U.S.A.     I  have  already  sent  some  over,  hut  I  am  not  particularly 
delighted  with  them.    However,  Lew  Toyne,  the  American  Agricultural  Attache 
and  I  are  planning  within  the  next  two  months  to  visit  what  we  consider  the 
"biggest  Merino  Sheep  Station  in  the  world.    These  people  shear  forty  thousand 
sheep  a  year.... I  intend  mailing  to  the  Department  discs  I  make,  for  American 
consumption. " 


Southwest  RED  Conference 

Texas1  Andy  Adam  pasees  along  further  details  ahout  the  Southwestern 
RED  meeting  at  Houston,  July  2^-27.    They  lead  off  with  deep-sea  fishing, 
starting  2  a.m.,  Sunday  morning. .. .and  fortified  hy  that,  are  planning  some 
deep-sea  thinking  the  other  two  days. 


RFD  Personals 

RED  Phil  Alampi  of  WJZ  in  New  York  dropped  hy  enroute  from  the  "Chicken- 
of -Tomorrow"  doings  in  Delaware ... .and  piped  his  early  morning  show  from  Wash- 
ington to  New  York  yesterday  and  today.    Reports  that  Will  Peigelheck  of  WNJR 
in  Newark  also  was  over  at  Delaware. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't,  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Video 


Enclosure; 


BAE  Statistical  Summary 
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